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EGYPTIAN RESEARCHERS
JOIN CRSP

By Brigitte Goetze

The Pond Dynamics/Aquaculture CRSP
welcomes a new project: USAID Cairo has
sponsored research in Egyptian aquaculture
since October 1992. The Egypt Project
shares with the PD/A CRSP the overall
goal of trying to increase the availability of
animal protein through pond aquaculture.
Specifically, the Egypt Project focuses on
developing a polyculture system unique to
Egypt which will be more productive than
contemporary pond systems. The studies
proposed under the Egypt grant will take
major steps towards this goal by
investigating three areas: (1) bioconversion,
(2) biotechnology, and (3) species
combinations. The bioconversion studies
seek to increase production efficiency
through the utilization of aquatic plants and
snails, which currently do not play a role in
Egyptian fish production. Control of
unwanted tilapia reproduction and
improved fish production through the safe
application of sex hormones is the
aspiration of the biotechnology
investigations. Finally, the effectiveness of
different species compositions and stocking
rates will be evaluated with regard towards
the development of a true polyculture
system which is characterized by
synergistic species interactions. Egypt also
participates in the Global Experiment. The
data will be especially valuable since Egypt
represents the CRSPs only arid site. The
Central Laboratory for Fish Research in
Abbassa is the location for the
bioconversion and polyculture studies as
well as for the Global Experiment, while
the biotechnology studies are being
conducted at different US universities
including Oregon State University, the
University of Hawaii, and Auburn
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participant in the one-day workshop held at Rwasave station left with a working seine.

“GIVE ME A FISH, AND | EAT FOR A DAY. . .

Teach me to fish, and I eat for a life-
time.” This proverb has special significance
in Rwanda, a tiny land-locked country in
east central Africa, a few degrees south of
the equator. Seven million people live here,
in an area about the size of Maryland,
where aquaculture promises to help farmers
use their limited resources wisely and well.
Although growing fish is what usually
springs to mind with thoughts of this
CRSP, harvesting is certainly an important,
not to mention rewarding, part of the
aquaculture cycle.

WORKSHOP

CRSP researcher Karen Veverica re-
sponded to Rwandans’ need for technical
assistance in seining ponds. She and the
staff at the Rwasave research station con-
ducted a seine-making workshop to train
aquaculture trainers.

The Peace Corp volunteers in attendance
got experience in guiding trainees, as well
as learning how to make and maintain a

seine. In addition to local farmers and
Peace Corps volunteers, representatives of
various nongovernmental organizations—
including the Red Cross, the Boy Scouts,
German and Austrian international assis-
tance associations, and a local Catholic
convent—attended the workshop.

. MAKING A SEINE

Veverica purchased a large amount of
seine material with her own funds, and
resold it at cost to the trainees. Wherever
possible, local or recycled materials were
used—wood from local trees was used for
floats, pieces of motorcycle chain or iron
piping were used for leads.

All participants left the one-day work-
shop with a'working seine, and more im-
portantly, the working knowledge of how
to construct a seine in the future. Veverica
has already received requests for another
workshop. It seems that the ancient adage
to teach people to fish is a long-term, sus-

tainable approach to ﬁ%hting hunﬁer.













