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To release the ban on snakehead farming and achieve sustainable development of snakehead 
aquaculture in Cambodia, the study recommended: 
 Collecting striped snakeheads from different natural water bodies across the country to

develop sufficient numbers of broodstock at hatcheries for research into breeding and
weaning techniques to produce high-quality seed;

 Characterising biologically striped snakeheads from different populations in the Tonle
Sap Lake, the upper and lower stretches of the Mekong and Bassac rivers and their
associated floodplains to determine favourable traits for aquaculture development;

 Assessing genetic diversity and populations in different locations to maintain the diversity
of wild stocks, conserve the species and enhance broodstock diversity when conducting
domestication and breeding programmes;

 Domesticating Cambodia indigenous snakeheads with the aim of lifting the ban on
snakehead culture in Cambodia;

 Developing practical formulated diets for snakehead broodstock, fry and fingerlings to
replace small-sized fish from capture fisheries;

 Optimizing survival and growth rate of Cambodia indigenous snakehead through
development of F2 & F3 generation broodstock and genetic selection of wild capture
snakehead collected from different natural water bodies in Cambodia;

 Providing extension services to farmers on techniques for snakehead breeding, weaning
and grow-out using formulated diets; and

 Encouraging the government, business and development partners to invest in the value
chain of snakehead aquaculture development, especially the private sector to formulate
and improve commercially manufactured feed that is better integrated into local economy
with fewer imported ingredients and lower prices.

This research was funded by AquaFish Innovation Lab under USAID CA/LWA No. EPP-A-00-06-00012-00. The 
AquaFish Innovation Lab accession number is 1438. The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the AquaFish Innovation Lab or the US Agency for International 
Development.


