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Poverty and population growth threaten the biodiversity of the Cojimies Estuary and
its watershed. Within the estuary lies the Mache-Chindul Reserve, where people live
almost exclusively on fishing, shellfishing, subsistence agriculture shrimp farming,
wood cutting and breeding livestock. People here have few alternatives for income
generation, lack basic services and infrastructure, and have low levels of education.
Combined, these factors lead people to worry more about meeting basic needs than
about how their livelihoods impact biodiversity. Meanwhile, open access fishing,
mangrove-cutting and illegal logging of tropical forests have led to widespread
biodiversity loss. [Note: this excerpt is first paragraph of publication.]

This introductory section was excerpted from the original publication, a section which was
published in T. Elin and J. Tobey (editors), Enterprise Strategies for Coastal and Marine
Conservation: A Review of Best Practices and Lessons Learned (2012), Coastal Resources
Center, University of Rhode Island, pp. 66-69.
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