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The purpose of this study was to evaluate the current status of tilapia pond projects initiated
in the 1980s by the governments of Panama and Guatemala, with financial support from the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and technical support
provided by Auburn University. Projects in both countries were designed to improve the
nutrition and increase the income of poor farmers by teaching them the skills required to
become self-sufficient pond managers. During June and July 1998 the authors visited 21
cooperatively managed fish pond projects in Panama, and 37 family and 2 cooperatively
managed fish ponds in Guatemala. The evaluation team found that in Panama, 6 of the
cooperative projects were abandoned and the remaining 15 were being used to grow rice
and/or fish, while in Guatemala, 39% of the ponds were abandoned, 48% were under-
utilized, and 13% were well managed. Fish ponds did not have the intended impact on
household nutrition and income for a combination of technical, economic, social, and
political reasons. However, participants found ways to profit from the existence of ponds as
15 of 21 cooperatively managed pond projects in Panama and 28 of 46 individual household
pond projects in Guatemala were still used at some level of proficiency.

This abstract was excerpted from the original paper, which was published in B.W. Green,
H.C. Clifford, M. McNamara, and G.M. Montafio (Editors), V Central American Symposium
on Aquaculture, 18-20 August 1999, San Pedro Sula, Honduras, pp. 258-261.
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