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Commercial shrimp farming in southern Honduras began in 1972 with the establishment of 
Sea Farms of Honduras near Punta Raton on the Gulf of Fonseca. Sea Farms was located on 
playon (salt flats) and private land shared with cattle ranchers. Water was pumped from Es-
tero Los Butus, an embayment ofthe Gulf of Fonseca. Sea Farms expanded from 45 to about 
300 hectares during the decade that followed, accounting for almost all shrimp production 
in Honduras. 

This paragraph was excerpted from the original book chapter, which was published in 
Tropical Mangement Ecosystmes: The Mesoamerican Experience, L.U. Hatchand M. Swisher 
(Eds.) pp.222-230.
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